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Decisions of the Commissioner of Education 


BY CHARLES A. 


The following summary of recent decisions 
of the Commissioner of Education includes cases 
involving the consolidation of districts, the use 
of school buildings outside of school hours, the 
powers of a board of trustees of a public library 
established by a school district, and the much- 
publicized case involving the dismissal of Esther 
DeLee as teacher in the town of Pompey, 


Onondaga county. 
Ne . 


Case 3095 


Appeal from the decision of the committee 
appointed pursuant to section 128 of the Edu- 


cation Law in setting aside the action of a 
district superintendent in consolidating School 
Districts Nos. 14 and 20 of the town of Colonie, 
Albany county. The facts indicated that the 
superintendent had dissolved District 14 after 
having canvassed it unsuccessfully to obtain a 
person to fill the office of trustee and after there 
were insufficient people present at the annual 
meeting to elect any officers. The district had 
no schoolhouse, the same having been burned, 
but had 11 voters and three pupils and had 
contracted for the instruction of these pupils. 

In setting aside the order of the superin- 
tendent the committee held that while the chil- 
dren of the dissolved district would not secure 
any additional educational advantages by reason 
of the order, the taxpayers were materially 
affected by the consolidation and that such basis 
was sufficient to vacate the order. 

The Commissioner in reversing the determina- 
tion of the committee and sustaining the order 
of consolidation said: 

... I am afraid that they [the members of 
the committee] failed to recognize the fact that 
the education system in this State is a state sys- 
tem maintained by the State as a whole for the 
benefit of all citizens. The object of the forma- 
tion of school districts is to create units to facili- 
tate the easy administration of that system. 


BRIND JR, 


DIRECTOR, LAW DIVISION 
Because conditions change, the Legislature pro- 
vided a method by which district boundaries 
could be altered or districts dissolved and the 
territory placed elsewhere. It made it the duty of 
the district superintendent of schools to see to it 
that all administrative units in the State 
function and when the time came that any one 
of the units did not function it was expected 
that a change would be made. . . . There is no 
good reason why the taxpayers in this com- 
munity should not bear a fair share of the 
burden of education. The tax rate of the con- 
solidated area is and apparently will be no 
higher than the average tax rate for districts 
providing similar facilities. As a matter of 
fact, it is lower than a great many. 


Case No. 3098 

This decision relates generally to the use of 
school buildings outside of school hours and 
because it is applicable to all school buildings 
in the State, it is quoted in full: 

The use of school buildings outside of school 
hours is controlled by the provisions of section 
455 of the Education Law, and under a long 
line of prior decisions it has been repeatedly 
held that the right to use the school building 
is within the discretion of the trustees or board 
of education, subject to the limitations pre- 
scribed for such use under such section. [See 
Matter of District No. 4, Brighton, 32 State 
Dep't Rep’t 319.] The board of trustees is 
not, however, bound by this statute to grant 
the use of school property even where such use 
falls within one of the permitted classifications. 
The board may exercise its discretion in de- 
termining whether or not any requested use for 
one or more of the purposes mentioned in the 
statute shall be granted. [Matter of the Pel- 
ham Manor Association, 36 State Dep't Rep't 
433.] It is only when the board has abused 
its discretion that its action may be reversed 
on appeal. [Matter of Womens Civic Club of 
Katonah, Inc., 31 State Dep't Rep’t 396, 397; 
also Matter of Vernon High School Alumni 
Association, 15 State Dep’t Rep’t 476.] 

There are many factors that may be properly 
taken into consideration by a board of trustees 
in determining whether it would permit the 
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school property to be used for other than school 
purposes. The board is presumed to have 
knowledge of local conditions and to know the 
sentiment of the taxpayers and voters of the 
district. Assuming that a use proposed is in 
itself legitimate, the board may still feel that 
the sentiment of the community is divided as to 
the propriety of the use and may properly 
refuse a request, the granting of which would 
result in dissatisfaction and criticism. [Matter 
of Womens Civic Club of Katonah ante.] 

Appellant avers that membership in the May- 
wood Rent and Taxpayers Association is open 
to any taxpayer or rent payer living in Common 
School District No. 6 of the Town of Colonie, 
County of Albany; that the meetings oi said 
association are nonexclusive and are open to 
the public at large, except that it is necessary 
in order to belong to this organization that 
certain monthly dues be paid. As these dues, 
however, are nominal I do not think that such 
requirement of the by-laws is sufficient to make 
this organization an exclusive organization 
within the meaning of said section 455. The 
appellant, in commenting upon the purposes for 
which this organization is founded, declared it 
is not in any manner limited to matters relating 
to the school of the district or to the activities 
of the school board. Apparently any subject 
may be presented 

Where it has been determined by the board 
of education that the use of a building by an 
organization would arouse dissension in the com- 
munity, it has never been my policy to interfere. 
I quote from Matter of Appeal of American 
Civil Liberties, 98 State Dep’t Rep’t 87, 98, as 
follows : 

“Schools are established and maintained 
for a definite and specific purpose, to wit, 
the secular education of the youth of the 
State, and any activity within the scope of 
that purpose or tending to promote the wel- 
fare of the schools and the community 
should be allowed and encouraged. On the 
other hand, any activity which is not em- 
braced in the general school program and 
which is of a controversial nature liable 
to arouse ill feeling, jealousy or dissension, 
or to lead to misunderstanding, should be 
rigidly debarred. By pursuing this policy 
in the past our public schools have main- 
tained the confidence and respect of all 
elements, classes, creeds and factions. The 
public schools are supported by the whole 
body of citizens; within their walls assemble 
the children of the rich and the poor, the 
children of parents of every shade of 
religious belief or unbelief. The children 
of almost every race and color. Therefore, 
nothing that will tend to foster intolerance, 
bigotry, animosity or dissension should be 
allowed to inject itself into the public 
school system of this great State.” 

The board of trustees of this district defends 
its action on the ground that it is of the opinion 
that the use of this building by this organiza- 
tion would not be conducive to the welfare and 
well-being of the school district; it alleges, 


that its meetings serve for discussions of sub- 
jects which are of highly controversial nature, 
few of which touch on matters affecting the 
school district; that some of its personnel are 
in the organization merely to vent personal 
grudges; that its roster of members is not 
representative of the rank and file of the district 
taxpayers. The board apparently bases these 
findings of facts upon prior meetings of this 
association. Where a board of trustees being 
familiar with local conditions feels that a con- 
templated use of a building is inimical to the 
best interests of the school district, I am loath 
to interfere. 

Nevertheless where an organization composed 
of taxpayers of a school district wishes to use 
the building for a legitimate purpose, a board 
should not arbitrarily and capriciously refuse 
such use. I think the appellant, as president 
of the organization, may properly petition this 
board of trustees for the use of the school 
building for a meeting of this organization and 
in such petition he may specify the particular 
subjects and the matters to be discussed thereat. 
If on such presentation the president of the 
association can convince the board of trustees 
that the purposes to be discussed at a given 
meeting are not controversial and will be for 
the welfare of the community rather than for 
the purpose of promoting dissension, this board 
of trustees will undoubtedly, in the exercise of 
its discretion, permit the use requested. 

The appeal is dismissed. 


3100 


This case involves a dispute between the 
board of education of a union free school dis- 
trict and the library board of such district. The 
case originally arose from the attempt of the 
board of education to audit the library bills. 
The library in question was a _ corporation 
chartered by the Board of Regents and like 
any other school district public library estab- 
lished by a school district it was maintained by 
appropriation voted by a school meeting. The 
Commissioner held: 

While the statute does not specifically say 
so, it is evident that such an organization, for 
all practical purposes, represents a public library 
district superimposed upon a school district. 
The law provides that the library shall have 
a board of library trustees. The treasurer of 
the school district is made the treasurer of the 
library district and the collector of the school 
district similarly is the collector for the library 
district. It is, therefore, the duty of the col- 
lector of the school district to collect two 
budgets — one voted by the school district for 
school district purposes, and the other voted by 
the library district for library purposes. Many 
collectors combine the two budgets and send 
one tax bill to the taxpayer. Other collectors 
separate the two, sending but one bill but indi- 
cating thereon the amount due for school dis- 
trict purposes and the amount due for library 


Case No. 
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purposes. The latter procedure undoubtedly 
comes closer to complying with the intent of 
the provisions of section 1122 of the Education 
Law. However, in either case, it is the duty 


of the collector to segregate and keep separate « 


the amount of money collected for the school 
district and the amount of money collected for 
the library district. In this district where no 
differentiation is made on the tax bill it is the 
duty of the collector to separate the lump sum 
so that each account receives its proportionate 
amount. The board of education audits bills 
chargeable against the school district. The 
library board audits bills chargeable against the 
library. Neither board has any jurisdiction to 
audit the bills of the other. The treasurer must 
look to the board of education for audit of the 
school bills and to the library board for audit 
of the library bills. He is required to pay 
orders from each board if they are regular on 
their face. 

Under the provisions of section 310, sub- 
division 19, of the Education Law, the board 
of education has the power to borrow in antici- 
pation of either public moneys yet to be 
received during the current fiscal year or taxes 
levied and uncollected. The board of education 
may borrow against its tax levy only; it would 
not have the power to borrow against the 
library levy. The law does not authorize the 
board of education, which is a separate body, 
to borrow money for and on behalf of the 
library board. The board of education is a 
public body and can only act within the strict 
limits of the statute. The board of trustees of 
the library is a corporate entity and has the 
same powers as the trustees of any other cor- 
poration authorized under the laws of this State. 
The board of education may only borrow for 
current expenses pursuant to the provisions of 
section 310, subdivision 19, of the Education 
Law, aforesaid. The library board has broader 
powers. It can not be doubted that such a 
corporation has the general power to borrow 
not limited to the possible receipt of public 
money or of uncollected taxes. While it may 
be that such library board would need some 
collateral upon which to borrow, nevertheless 
the necessity for the same must be determined 
by the lending agency. Furthermore, attention 
is called to the provisions of section 68 of the 
Education Law, which states, generally, the 
powers of corporations created by the Board 
of Regents. Under subdivision 6 of this section 
the library board has the power to sell, buy, 
mortgage, let and otherwise use and dispose of 
its property. While this subdivision does not 
specifically contain the expression “ borrow,” 
certainly such term is included in the other 
general terms used in the section. 


Case No. 3102 

This decision involved an appeal by Esther 
DeLee from her dismissal as teacher in Com- 
mon School District No. 20 of the town of 


Pompey, Onondaga county. Because of the 
wide publicity given this case, it is quoted 
in full: 


An examination of the record and the testi- 
mony indicates that from the commencement of 
service on the part of this teacher, various con- 
troversies arose between her and the trustee, 
culminating in a scene in the schoolroom on 
the 5th day of November 1934, at which time 
the trustee told her that her services were no 
longer required. Such final incident involved 
a dispute concerning the placement of the 
American flag and because of the basis of such 
dispute much publicity has been given to this 
case. Therefore, I desire to point out at the 
outset that there is nothing in the record to 
indicate that at any time was there any question 
concerning the patriotism of this teacher; that 
the question of respect for the flag had nothing 
to do with the controversy. So far as I can 
determine, the dispute seems to have been 
merely a continuance of an attempt on the part 
of both teacher and trustee to dictate the 
policies in connection with the maintenance of 
the school in this district. 

As a matter of law, it is evident that this 
teacher erred from the beginning in her under- 
standing of the relationship between herself as 
an employe and the trustee as an employer. 
This relationship is established in the first place 
by the contract which she made with him and, 
in the second place, by the provisions of statute 
fixing the powers and duties of trustees. It 
must be remembered that the trustee of a school 
district is a public officer selected by vote of 
the people to exercise general supervision over 
the conduct of the school in the district. He 
is given the power to select the teacher, to fix 
her salary, and to prescribe her duties. He is 
given, by statute, the power to regulate the 
hours of the school session, to regulate the 
courses of study, to regulate the use of the 
school building, to make rules and regulations 
as to discipline, and, in general, to supervise 
all matters in connection with the maintenance 
of the school. [Education Law, Section 275.] 
Under this supervision, it is the duty of the 
employe, the teacher, to instruct the children in 
accordance with the terms of her contract and 
it is her duty to comply with reasonable rules 
and regulations made by the trustee in connec- 
tion with matters under his jurisdiction. If she 
feels that the trustee prescribes rules or regu- 
lations which are unreasonable, her remedy is 
to take the matter up with the district superin- 
tendent of schools, who is given general 
advisory powers. 

The trustee states that at the time he em- 
ployed this teacher he told her that he did not 
desire that corporal punishment be used. He 
also states that she was advised that she should 
open school not later than 8.30 a. m.; that she 
was not to keep children after school as some 
of them had a considerable distance to travel. 
He also prescribed other rules and regulations. 
The testimony indicates that after the teacher 
commenced school she did use corporal punish- 
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ment and that she arrived a good deal of the 
time after 8.30 a. m. The trustee found it 
necessary to caution her, both orally and in 
writing, upon these matters. There was, how- 
ever, a disposition on the part of the teacher 
to determine her own policies rather than 
follow the rules of the trustee—so much so 
that not many days before the dismissal, the 
trustee broached the subject to the district 
superintendent of offering his resignation. 
Apparently he was seriously considering this 
question of resignation because of his failure 
to obtain cooperation from this teacher, when 
the flag difficulty arose. In order to understand 
this episode, it must be borne in mind that the 
statute places specific responsibility on the 
trustee to purchase a United States flag, flag- 
staff and the necessary appliances therefor, and 
to display the flag upon or near the public 
school building during school hours, and at such 
other times as the trustee may direct. [See 
Education Law, Section 710.] Section 711 of 
the Education Law mandates him to establish 
rules and regulations for the proper custody, 
care and display of the flag, and, when the 
weather is inclement, to cause the flag to be 
displayed conspicuously in the principal room 
in the schoolhouse. 3ecause of a pre- 
Halloween prank it was impossible to display 
the flag during the period from October 25th 
to November 9th upon the flagstaff outside the 
schoolhouse. When the trustee learned of this 
situation, he came to the schoolhouse prepared 
to consult with the teacher concerning the 
hanging of the flag in the schoolroom. He 
arrived shortly before 9 o'clock but the teacher 
had not yet appeared. He thereupon took the 
school flag from the drawer where it was kept 
and hung it in a place which he thought to be 
suitable. He states that on his way out he met 
the teacher and it was then after 9 o'clock. 
Apparently no conversation was had concerning 
the flag as she went into the building and he 
continued about his own affairs. He came the 
next morning and found the flag down. He 
waited until the teacher arrived and asked her 
her reasons for taking the flag down. He 
alleges that she replied that “it was too large 
and she wouldn’t have it up there. . . . that is 
all there is to it.’ The next occasion that the 
trustee had opportunity to visit the schoolroom 
was the night of the Halloween party. On 
such occasion he found the small flag occupying 
the place of the school flag. The next day, 
the trustee testifies, he visited the schoolhouse 
to talk over the matter. At that time a general 
discussion was had concerning the various 
alleged failures on the part of the teacher to 
comply with the rules of the trustee, and the 
teacher then produced her contract, evidently 
being of the opinion that the only jurisdiction 
which the trustee had to make rules and regu- 
lations in respect to her duties must be found 
in the written instrument. In this case she was 
in error and undoubtedly most of her difficulties 
are traceable to her misconception of her 
relationship to the school system. The trustee 
says that he left that day with an ultimatum 


UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF 





NEW YORK 


to her to see that the flag was hung as he had 
specified the following Monday and he testifies 
that she told him on that occasion: “I told you 
! wouldn't put it up, and I won't.” 

The evidence then indicates that the trustee 
tock his troubles to the district superintendent, 
which statement is corroborated by the superin- 
tendent, who says that he told the trustee that 
he thought the teacher would be willing to 
display the flag and that he should not be hasty 
about the matter. The trustee then testifies 
that in a conciliatory frame of mind he visited 
the schoolhouse the following Monday morning, 
and here I quote from Miss DeLee’s testimony 
as to what took place. 

Page 36: 

“TI carried my books in the schoolhouse 
and he [referring to Mr Armstrong] came 
and asked me what time it was. There 
had been some question about the time of 
the alarm clock and the school clock. I 
said I didn’t know what time it was and 
I wasn’t any judge of the time. I went 
about my business and when it was nearly 
9 o'clock I went to the car and brought 
the little flag in. He stayed while I was 
giving the salute and then I rang the bell. 
Mr Armstrong started toward his car. He 
asked me for the last time if I was going 
to put the flag up. I said ‘ For the last 
time, I won't’ and I would appreciate it if 
he would go home and mind his own 
business.” 

It was upon this occasion that Miss DeLee was 
dismissed. 

Did the trustee have sufficient ground for 
dismissal of this teacher? While most of the 
incidents presented in this case are of minor 
importance and while it seems to me unfortu- 
nate that both of these parties could not have 
adjusted their differences without the necessity 
of this lawsuit, nevertheless when a trustee, 
acting within his authority, makes rules and 
regulations in matters over which he clearly 
has jurisdiction and is admittedly defied, it can 
not be said that he exceeded his authority in 
exercising his final prerogative of dismissing 
the teacher. [See Education Law, section 505; 
Matter of Addis, 13 State Dep’t Rep’ts, 390; 
Matter of Stearns, 39 State Dep’t Rep’ts, 35.] 

The appeal is dismissed. 


—_——-()- —_ 


W. D. Ormsby Elected 
Cattaraugus Superintendent 
School directors of the fifth supervisory dis- 
trict of Cattaraugus county have elected Wallace 
D. Ormsby superintendent of schools for the 
unexpired term of Superintendent A. W. Hark- 
ness, who _ recently accept the 
position of superintendent in the first super- 
Superintendent 
teacher in 


resigned to 


visory district of Erie county. 
Ormsby has been a high 
North Collins. 


school 
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Regional Conferences Planned 
for District Superintendents 


Regional conferences of district superintend- 
ents of schools will be held the latter part of 
January and the first of February at five 
centers. Superintendents will attend the con- 
ference at the place most convenient to them. 

The theme of the conferences will be “ The 
Value of a Planned Program.” The program 
follows: “ The Need for a District-wide Super- 
visory Program,” Dr J. Cayce Morrison, 
Assistant Commissioner for Elementary Educa- 
tion; “Coordination of Students’ Activities in 
Secondary Schools,” Dr Emery Ferriss, Cornell 
University; “ Planning for a Twelve-Year 
Science Program,” Dr W. W. Knox, state 
supervisor of science; “ A District-wide Testing 
Program,” Cyrus J. Mousaw, superintendent of 
schools, first supervisory district of Essex 
county (Albany conference only); “ The Sig- 
nificance of Tax Limitation for Rural Schools,” 
Dr Alfred D. Simpson, Assistant Commissioner 
for Finance; reports from the field, Helen Hay 
Heyl, assisted by district superintendents and 
teachers; round-table discussion of current 
problems. 

The places and dates for the conferences are 
as follows: Albany, State Education Building, 
January 20th and 21st; Potsdam, State Normal 
School, January 23d and 24th; Syracuse, Court 
House, January 28th and 29th; Buffalo, State 
Teachers College, January 20th and 3lst; New 
York, Hotel McAlpin, February 5th and 6th. 


New Home Economics Chief 
Named in Federal Bureau 


The Office of Education, United States 
Department of the Interior, has announced the 
appointment of Florence Fallgatter as chief of 
the home economics education service in the 
Vocational Home Economics Division. 

Miss Fallgatter has been acting chief since 
the retirement of Dr Adelaide S. Baylor in 
October. Doctor Baylor has since died. She 
had been chief of this service since 1923 and 
had been a member of the home economics 
education service staff under the Federal 
Board for Vocational Education since 1918. 


Dr W. A. Eddy Will Succeed 
President Murray Bartlett 


Dr William Alfred Eddy, professor of 
English at Dartmouth College, has been named 
to and has accepted the presidency of Hobart 
and William Smith colleges to succeed Dr 
Murray Bartlett, who will retire next May after 
an administration of 17 years. Doctor Eddy 
will be Hobart’s fifteenth president. 

The new president is 39 years old, was a 
captain of Marines in the World War, when 
he received the Distinguished Service Cross and 
the Navy Cross for extraordinary heroism, and 
has had 13 years of active experience in univer- 
sity and college teaching and administration. 

Born at Sidon, Syria, March 9, 1896, the son 
of American missionaries, Doctor Eddy came 
to America in 1908 and went to school in 
Wooster, Ohio. In 1913 he entered Wooster 
College and in 1915 transferred to Princeton 
University, where he was graduated in 1917. 

Immediately after his graduation he joined 
the Marine Corps, was assigned to the Second 
Division A. E. F., and rose to the rank of 
captain. 

Returning to the United States in 1919, Doctor 
Eddy continued his education at Princeton's 
Graduate School in the department of English, 
receiving his M.A. degree in 1921 and _ his 
Ph.D. in 1922. 

In 1923 Doctor Eddy became chairman of the 
department of English at the American Uni- 
versity at Cairo, where he played a large part 
in organizing that college as a_ full-fledged 
institution of higher learning. As director of 
student activities he introduced the game of 
basketball into the Nile valley and prepared and 
published the first and only basketball rule book 
in Arabic. 

In 1928 Doctor Eddy returned to the United 
States to join the faculty of Dartmouth College 
in the department of English, first as assistant 
professor and then as professor. 


In honor of Margaret O’Donnell, who recently 
resigned as principal of the Seminary Street 
School in Fort Edward, the board of education 
of that village has renamed the school the 
Margaret J. O’Donnell School. Miss O'Donnell 
taught for more than 30 years in the school 
and was a school teacher for 50 years. 
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Attendance at Colleges Increases 


Attendance at day sessions in New York 
State colleges and universities is 4 per cent 
greater this year than last year, according to 
a summary of attendance statistics from the 
institutions for 1935 and 1934 compiled by Dr 
Harlan H. Horner, Assistant Commissioner for 
Higher Education. The increase in attendance 
at evening and extension classes is 7 per cent. 


Day Session 


Institutions 1934 
TE cn ccgiekedwodianewes 409 
I ae a wig ae sil 591 
Bennett School of Liberal and Applied 

BB ee a rere 
Briarcliff Junior College.............. 51 
NS SERIE LTTE CREPE OE 4 890 
I EE oi nidconutltncie-ecaaee 592 
I en wewkewene  datibeie 
Clarkson College of Technology...... 335 
CIRO TINUE nc cd. ccccsescccscus 991 
College of the City of New York, The 

i CE oS cseuekerqeeeeaned< 8 030 
College of Mount Saint Vincent...... 422 
College of New Rochelle............. 707 
oD OE SE TRIB. oon ccc cesses. 257 
College of the Sacred Heart.......... 247 
Columbia University ............00:: 13 828 
Cooper Union Institute of Technology 

(School of Engineering) ........... 348 
CEE SNEED eccccccssctcesscees 5 765 
De UE ED oc cnc ecinnoeciusess 263 
NN in unag nad exeeian ne 327 
Fordham University ............sse0: 4 544 
Good Counsel College................ 140 
EE Ee 483 
PME, SAID vccsicveccesevacess 347 
See eter 425 
SE NG wc veccncceeedncwane 277 
NS Terre 5 949 
a ee eee 361 
5 ec oe aad aneekenas 203 
SR OED ois ca dccceckdeesswae 33 
Long Island University............... 1 104 
EEN ee 1 202 
Marymount College ................. 135 
SE IED obs dtdacdesneavnsses 217 
New York State College for Teachers, 

CT oer rete er ee 1 352 


The largest day session enrolments are 
reported at New York University, with 14,379 
enrolled, and at Columbia University, with 
14,116 enrolled. The total of all institutions is 
94,471. In addition there are 60,620 enrolled in 
evening and extension classes. The figures as 
of October 15, 1935, and October 15, 1934, 
follow: 


Evening and Extension Classes 
Per cent of Per cent of 


1935 change 1934 1935 change 
357 ME - deidar _  dadees 
622 Mr SkGeseh  § <ietaes: © eaeaee 
47 cheer) ‘“eaande ‘| “eeeghe. “Sanne 
62 ME. icine ee sy Giga, nea 
5 868 +20 5 200 4 659 —10 
660 +11 497 449 —10 
37 cee’ le iicers oe ae 
357 Wt" “adods + tahadth  aitewine 
1 043 e:. wives “<teaee ‘sedien 
8 283 +3 16 405 16 609 +1 
451 +7 300 150 —50 
707 - -Gudesa ~~dekesk «esha 
245 4 eS -  «aJWitee ~ dee 
270 to cakee ames ~ oxclteaie 
14 116 +2 4 034 3 693 —28 
312 —10 819 780 —$5 
5 746 MP tvauand. -Gedeen . amedien 
293 RS er ee, = 
341 +4 140 127 —9 
4 751 +5 1 286 1 236 ~—4 
140 -) tshsan > OC wekken ° ‘aaa 
479 SP. “ercaee, llamas eemedel 
334 4 109 72 —34 
420 a <dédcsee  aehece ) anna 
340 a 8 tcuece  nevicad -oiwkoe 
6 720 +13 4 189 4 458 +6 
378 7 gushes wheace | eaneee 
203 0  -vuene ” sane 
51 +54 55 28 —49 
1 009 —9 161 186 +16 
1 229 +2 575 546 —5 
130 —— <eiedia- seaseda™ <seee 
237 +9 112 57 —50 
1 377 i) ‘kaswes”- saksea - sanetl 
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Day Session 


Evening and Extension Classes 
Per cent of Per cent of 


1935 change 1934 1935 change 
486 eg ere Nae ae 
14 379 +3 12 836 15 968 +24 
589 +3 204 295 +45 
115 er S § anczed 
123 OE Ooeaee (ae 
503 —2 1 414 1 238 —12 
1 124 ae)" catkee. |) Kenke ake 
527 |, aketas’ | creck meen 
237 We eee Wen Vee 
445 +2 107 99 —7] 
249 OR (Geen eee ce ee eee 
2 696 —s 3 161 3 591 +14 
383 Re GSO ee te 
359 ME nalec abo aden beakie 
1 208 —l 1 107 1 167 +5 
271 OE = cuaski-oel kaka | awaaie’ 
703 +8 14 18 +29 
1 100 —l 333 266 —20 
4 674 We  ceecek - gape 
1 190 —3 86 50 —42 
1 622 —3 2 437 2 556 +5 
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Institutions 1934 

New York State College of Forestry. . 469 
New York University................ 13 939 
NMingara University .......cccsscccsess 572 
Notre Dame College of Staten Island. 95 
Packer Collegiate Institute........... 132 
Polytechnic Institute of Brooklyn..... 514 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute....... 1 205 
ee eS ee 434 
St Bernard’s Seminary and College ... 226 
St Bonaventure’s College............. 437 
St Francis College, Brooklyn ........ 230 
St John’s University, Brooklyn....... 2 942 
St Joseph’s College for Women....... 360 
St Joseph’s Seminary and College..... 365 
St Lawrence University.............. 1 226 
Sarah Lawrence College for Women. . 250 
SN EE an cneceneannvas-ee a 648 
State Teachers College, Buffalo....... 1 113 
Syracuse University ...............0. 4 533 
SE HII ain. d04500h0ancenenen 1 232 
University of Buffalo................ 1 680 
University of Rochester.............. 1 783 
WE CD cc iccccenke nade sniies 1 227 
Wagner Memorial Lutheran College. . 219 
Webb Institute of Naval Architecture. 64 
IID, cnc cknncusuannnen doe 259 
EE Ssixcdvcndassededevans 168 
91 147 


94 471 +4 56 764 60 620 +7 





Educational Research Association Holds Annual Meeting 


Dr J. H. Goldthorpe, professor of education 
at the University of Rochester, was elected 
president of the Educational Research Associ- 
ation of New York State at the annual meeting 
which was held on December 26th in Syracuse. 
A. L. Maxon, director of research of the 
Schenectady public schools, was elected vice 
president. The secretary-treasurer, Dr Wayne 
W. Soper, research associate in the Educational 
Research Division of the State Education 
Department, is serving a three-year term 
which will end at the close of the present 
year. 


The following program was presented at the 
meeting: “Research Procedures,” Dr Warren 
W. Coxe, Director, Educational Research Divi- 
sion, State Education Department, Albany; 
“Research Suitable for Different Educational 
Personnel,” Dr Harry P. Smith, professor of 
education, Teachers College, Syracuse Univer- 
sity, and director of research, Syracuse public 
schools; “ What Has Research To Offer in the 
Solution of Practical Problems in the Local 
School System?” Superintendent C. L. Kulp, 
Ithaca. Considerable discussion followed each 


paper. 
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JANUARY 1-15, 1936 


Commissioner Honored 


Commissioner of Education Frank P. Graves 
was recently appointed honorary fellow in edu- 
cation at Union College. Honorary fellows 
spend a short time twice a year at the college 
talking informally with the staff and the 
students. Dr Dixon Ryan Fox, president of 
the college, also announced the appointment of 
three other honorary fellows. They are: 
Clayton Hamilton, dramatic critic and author, 
fellow in the drama; Dr Irving Langmuir, 
director of General Electric Research Labora- 
tories, fellow in physical sciences; Arthur 
Pound, New Scotland, historian, fellow in the 


social studies. 


E. P. Smith Retires 


After a service of 40 years to the schools of 
New York State, Edward Payson Smith 
retired on January Ist as Assistant Director 
of the Examinations and Inspections Division 
of the State Education Department. Mr Smith 
had been connected with the Department since 
July 1, 1920, when he was appointed specialist 
in history. He was named assistant in charge 
of summer and evening high schools in 1925 
and Assistant Director in 1932. For a number 
of years he served as supervisor of the social 
studies in high schools of the State as well as 
Assistant Director. In these Department posi- 
tions Mr Smith has rendered notable and con- 
structive service in improving instruction in the 
social sciences and in developing better admin- 


istrative and supervisory procedures. He re- 
tires with the best wishes of his colleagues and 
of schoolmen throughout the State. 

Mr Smith received his high school education 
in the Seneca Falls High School and Cook 
Academy. He was graduated from the Uni- 
versity of Rochester in 1895 with the degree 
of bachelor of arts and later took postgraduate 
work at Columbia University. He began his 
teaching service at the Mexico Academy, where 
he was assistant principal from 1895 to 1897. 
He was then assistant principal at the Newark 
High School in 1897-98; principal at the Albion 
High School 1898-99; principal at the Port 
Jervis High School 1899-1904; and principal at 
the North Tonawanda High School 1904-20. 


——_Oo——_- 


Radio Programs 


The program for the January radio talks on 
rural education and rural life, sponsored by the 
Rural Education Division of the State Educa- 
tion Department and broadcast from Station 
WGY at Schenectady on Tuesdays at 12.45 p. m., 
follows : 

January 14th, “ The Botanical Work of the 
State Museum,” Dr H. D. House, State 
Botanist, New York State Museum 

January 21st, “ The Central Rural School,” 
Ray P. Snyder, Director, Rural Education 
Division, State Education Department 

January 28th, “ The Farm Paper of the Air: 
Book Review,” Louis Jones, instructor, New 
York State College for Teachers, Albany 


-——1+ — 


Attendance Regulation 


The special regulation by which resident aca- 
demic attendance is not recorded Regents 
examination weeks has been extended so that 
it now applies to nonresidents as well as resi- 
dents, Charles L. Mosher, Director of the 
Attendance and Child Accounting Division of 
the Department, has announced. It follows 
that attendance is not to be recorded during 
Regents examination weeks for any academic 
(ninth to twelfth year) pupils in public high 
schools. 

This notice applies in connection with the 
January 1936 and subsequent examinations. 

Qualification for nonresident academic tuition 
will be based upon a total requirement of 180 
days instead of 190. 
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R. J. Backus Heads Associated Academic Principals 





Roscoe J. Backus 


Roscoe J. Backus, superintendent of the Town 
of Webb schools and principal of the Old Forge 
High School, elected president of the 
Associated Academic Principals at the 5lst 
annual holiday conference of the association 
held December 26th-28th in Syracuse. John M. 
Sayles, principal of Milne High School, was 
elected vice president. David G. Allen, prin- 
cipal of the Lake Placid High School, was 
reelected secretary, and Clayton E. Rose, prin- 
cipal of Hamilton High School, was reelected 
Members of the executive committee 


was 


treasurer. 
are Charles J. Hooker, Goshen; Walter L. 
Newton, Rome; and James A. Johnson, 
Allegany. 


The annual banquet of the association was 
held on the evening of December 26th with 
Commissioner of Education Frank P. Graves as 
toastmaster. Dr James S. Thomas, president 
of the Clarkson College of Technology, gave an 
address on “The Schoolmaster and the New 
Social Order.” 

At the general session on the morning of 
December 27th, Dr Harrison C. Lyseth, super- 


visor of secondary education of the state of 
Maine and president of the Department of 
Secondary School Principals of the National 
Education Association, gave an address on “ The 
Nation Looks at Its Secondary Schools.” Roy 
L. Butterfield, principal of the Benjamin 
Franklin High School, Rochester, gave a report 
of the committee on readjustment of secondary 
education. An address on “How Can the 
Readjusted Curriculum Be Harmonized with 
the College Preparatory Function?” was given 
by Dr Hugh Stewart, principal of the A. B. 
Davis High School, Mount Vernon. The after- 
noon of December 27th was devoted to section 
luncheons followed by meetings. 

At the closing session on the morning of 
December 28th Dr Arvie Eldred, executive 
secretary of the New York State Teachers 
Association, briefly set before the group the 
legislative outlook for 1936. Dr Max McConn, 
dean of Lehigh University, spoke on “ Academic 
Standards versus Individual Differences: The 
Dilemma of Democratic Education.” A critical 
summary of the conference was given by 
Dr Orlie M. Clem, superintendent of schools 
and principal at Owego. 

Resolutions adopted include the following: 

Providing for a summer conference of the 
Associated Academic Principals to be held each 
year 
Sponsoring legislation providing tenure for 
teachers in all districts having superintendents 
of schools _ : : ; 

Authorizing the appointment of a committee 
to study the problem of visual instruction, 
including both slides and films, to the end that 
the State Education Department might provide 
an educational film service for the schools of 
the State ~ 

Favoring the enactment of legislation to 
include the attendance of kindergarten pupils in 
computing state aid ; 

Continuing for another year the committee on 
readjustment of secondary education 

Indorsing steps taken toward a closer rela- 
tionship between the New York State Public 
High School Athletic Association and the State 
Education Department in the administration of 
athletics 

The 52d annual holiday conference will be 


held December 28-30, 1936, in Syracuse. 
as 
The Port Byron High School was destroyed 
by fire on December 24th at a loss estimated at 
more than $100,000. The building was erected 
in 1899. 
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District Superintendents Elect 
J. R. Stickney President 


John R. Stickney, superintendent of schools 
of the second supervisory district of Warren 
county, was elected president of the New York 
State Association of District Superintendents 
of Schools at the annual meeting of the asso- 
ciation held December 4th-6th in Syracuse. 

Other officers elected at the meeting are: 
first vice president, Wayne G. Benedict, Hamil- 
ton; second vice president, Clarence E. Smith, 
Cassadaga; secretary, Essie E. Babcock, Cat- 
taraugus; treasurer, Charles B. Earl, Waterloo. 
Members of the executive committee are: A. M. 
Jones, Huntington; Frederick J. Lewis, Eldred; 
Cyrus J. Mousaw, Schroon Lake; A. Winfield 
Trainor, West Leyden; Joseph Bullock, Penn 
Yan; A. C. Bowers, New Berlin; James G. 
Pratt, Sherman; George H. Covey, Katonah. 

Members of the examinations committee are: 
Kathleen Osborne, North Creek; J. E. Smith, 
Berne; and Arthur T. Hamilton, Jefferson. 

Among the resolutions adopted are the fol- 
lowing : 

Urging that the School Buildings and 
Grounds Division, the Rural Education Division 
and the Finance Division of the State Educa- 
tion Department be supplied with such addi- 
tional help as may be necessary to make these 
divisions fully effective in carrying on the 
increased volume of work which is demanded 
of them if the interests of the schools are not 
to suffer , 

Requesting that definite action in the reor- 
ganization of teacher certification be delayed 
pending the outcome of educational surveys now 
in progress 

Opposing enactment into law of any tax 
limitation which may endanger the efficiency of 
the schools : 

Favoring the continuation of full state aid 
for the year 1936-37 in accordance with the 
Friedsam Act ; 

Authorizing the appointment of a committee 
to investigate the present practices of district 
superintendents relative to clerical assistance 
and to make recommendations for providing 
adequate clerical assistance for them 

Authorizing the appointment of a committee 
to work with similar committees of the village 
and city superintendents on problems relative to 
professional qualifications of superintendents of 
schools 

The recommendations of the constitution 
revision committee were adopted. These changes 
dealt largely with the method of filling vacancies 
in the officers of the association. 

The next annual meeting will be held at Glens 
Falls, October 13-15, 1936. 


New York Times Announces 
Contests for Teachers and Pupils 


Teachers and pupils in the high schools and 
preparatory schools of New York State are 
invited by The New York Times to participate 
in writing contests on the Constitution of the 
United States which The Times will conduct 
during 1936 and 1937 in New York State, New 
Jersey and Connecticut. The contests are 
offered as an educational observance of the 
150th anniversary of the adoption of the 
Constitution, which will be celebrated nationally 
in 1937. 

The Constitution contests offered by The 
Times are divided into two parts: syllabus and 
article contests for high school teachers, and 
an essay contest for high school pupils. 

The teachers’ contests open in the schools in 
January 1936: the syllabus contest for social 
science teachers, or any others who wish to 
enter, and the article contest for other teachers. 

The essay contest for pupils will open in high 
schools throughout the three states in the fall 
of 1936 or in January 1937. 

The contest territory is divided into three 
regions: the city region, the suburban region, 
the country region. In the teachers’ contests 
each region is divided into eight districts. 

To each winner of first place in the syllabus 
contest and the article contest, in each region 
the New York Times will award a cash prize 
of $400. The winners of second and third 
places will receive prizes of $200 and $100 
respectively. In addition, there will be cash 
prizes amounting to $50 for each of the eight 
district elimination contests in each region. 

In the essay contest for high school pupils 
The New York Times will award district and 
final prizes amounting to more than $14,000. 


——-y--—— 


Alfred University Honors Two 
at Founders’ Day Ceremony 


The honorary degree of doctor of laws was 
conferred at the 100th Founders’ Day celebra- 
tion of Alfred University on December 5th, 
upon Abraham L. Kellogg, Justice of the 
Supreme Court of the State of New York from 
1918 to 1930, and Frank E. Gannett, publisher 
of the Gannett newspapers. Greetings of the 
State Education Department were presented at 
the celebration by Commissioner of Education 
Frank P. Graves. 
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Examinations Board Names Question Committees 


Committees to prepare Regents examinations 
were appointed by the State Examinations 
Board at its meeting on December 7, 1935, in 
Albany. The names of those appointed follow: 

English. J. C. Tressler, first assistant in 
English, Richmond Hill High School, New 
York City; Helen Heed, Pleasantville High 
School; Sister Agnes Alma, principal, Mount 
St Mary’s Academy, Newburgh; Helene W. 
Hartley, professor of English, Teachers Col- 
lege, Syracuse University; George W. Norvell, 
State Education Department 

Latin. H. Eugene Wieand jr, Walton High 
School; Jacob Mann, chairman, Latin depart- 
ment and first assistant, John Adams High 
School, New York City; Allan P. Ball, pro- 
fessor of classical languages, College of the 
City of New York; H. G. Thompson, State 
Education Department 

Greek. Charles B. Goold, French and Greek 
Master, Albany Academy; H. G. Thompson, 
State Education Department 

German. Lewis Reynolds, chairman, German 
department, Thomas Jefferson High School, 
New York City; Evelyn M. Waugh, Monroe 
High School, Rochester; Roy E. Mosher, State 
Education Department 

French. Mrs Beatrice Shaw McGill, Eras- 
mus Hall High School, Brooklyn; Genevieve 
Brooke, director of modern languages, Schenec- 
tady; Glenn M. Davis, departmental supervisor 
of Romance languages, Albany; Roy E. Mosher, 
State Education Department 

Spanish. Virginia B. Remer, South Side 
High School, Rockville Centre; Mrs Antoinette 
L. Herrmann, DeWitt Clinton High School, 
New York City; John P. Rice, University of 


Buffalo; Roy E. Mosher, State Education 
Department 
Italian. Ferdinand di Bartolo, Hutchinson- 


Central High School, Buffalo; Rev. Anthony 
Bregolato, Salesian Institute, New Rochelle; 
Roy E. Mosher, State Education Department 

Special committee for accrediting teachers for 
oral work in German. Curtis D. Vail, professor 
of German, University of Buffalo; Roy E. 
Mosher, State Education Department 

Special committee for accrediting teachers 
for oral work in French. Margaret E. Grimes, 
professor of French, Elmira College; Roy E. 
Mosher, State Education Department 


Special committee for accrediting teachers 
for oral work in Spanish. William M. Barlow, 
first assistant in modern languages, Curtis High 
School, New York City; Roy E. Mosher, State 
Education Department 

Special committee for accrediting teachers 
for oral work in Italian. Domenico De Fran- 
cesco, Benjamin Franklin High School, Roches- 
ter; Roy E. Mosher, State Education Depart- 
ment 

History. Ira Wilder, Sewanhaka High 
School, Floral Park; A. S. Beatman, chairman 
of History department, Julia Richman High 
School, New York City; Donnal V. Smith, 
assistant professor, New York State College 
for Teachers, Albany 

Economics. Wolfe Colvin, chairman of eco- 
nomics department, Eastern District High 
School, New York City; Robert Lincoln Carey, 
instructor in economics, Columbia College 

Mathematics. Nathan Silverstein, James 
Monroe High School, New York City; Joseph 
Seidlen, Alfred University; Paul J. Smith, East 
High School, Rochester; Joseph Baker, Ilion 
High School; F. Eugene Seymour, State Edu- 
cation Department 

Physics. Nelson M. Mercer, supervisor of 
science, Buffalo; Morris Kearney, Bay Ridge 
High School, New York City; W. W. Knox, 
State Education Department 

Chemistry. Royal H. Kinner, Herkimer High 
School; H. Earle Behnken, Alexander Hamil- 
ton High School, New York City; W. W. 
Knox, State Education Department 

Biology. Clarence Evaul, John Marshall 
High School, Rochester; George C. Wood, 
James Monroe High School, New York City; 
Elsie M. Kupfer, Wadleigh High School, New 
York City; W. W. Knox, State Education 
Department 

Physical geography. Donald B. Stone, Mont 
Pleasant High School, Schenectady; Charlotte 
Pruess, Newtown High School, New York 
City; W. W. Knox, State Education Depart- 
ment 

Business subjects (committee A). Charles E. 
Cook, director of business education, Rochester ; 
Nathaniel Altholz, director of commercial edu- 
cation, New York City; Rose M. Keicher, 
Hutchinson-Central High School, Buffalo; 
C. A. Reed, State Education Department 
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Business subjects (committee B). Wallace 
B. Bowman, New Rochelle High School; 
Conrad J. Saphier, first assistant and head of 
stenographic department, Samuel J. Tilden High 
School, New York City; C. A. Reed, State 
Education Department 

Drawing. Elizabeth Weiffenbach, Lafayette 
High School, Buffalo; Herbert K. Doty, direc- 
tor of art, Binghamton; Zara B. Kimmey, State 
Education Department 

Music. Elmer Hintz, 
Skidmore College; Frank E. Owen, director of 
music, Batavia; Russell Carter, State Educa- 
tion Department 

Comprehensive agricultural science and eco- 
nomics. V.R. Hart, State College of Agricul- 
ture, Ithaca; E. R. Hoskins, State College of 
Agriculture, Ithaca; William Houghton, Green- 
wich; James W. Hatch, Cazenovia; W. J. 
Weaver, State Education Department 


professor of music, 


NEW YORK 


Comprehensive homemaking. Henrietta Lang- 
ner, Hutchinson-Central High School, Buffalo; 
Mrs Anna Keim Barsam, State College for 
Teachers, Albany; Margaret Hutchins, State 
College of Home Economics, Ithaca 


Preliminary Examinations 

History and geography. C. B. Murray, dis- 
trict superintendent of schools, Plattsburg; 
G. Harold Carl, principal, School 82, Buffalo; 
Samuel I. Hicks, principal, Pearl River High 
School; B. D. McCormick, State Education 
Department 

Arithmetic, English and spelling. 
Garwood, district superintendent of schools, 
Canaseraga; Bernard Drake, Bancroft Hall, 
509 W. 121st street, New York City; Floyd B. 
Rasbach, principal, Milford Central Rural 
School; B. D. McCormick, State Education 
Department 


William H. 





Building Plans Approved 


Building plans approved by the School 
Buildings and Grounds Division of the Depart- 
ment include the following: 

Saranac Lake, excavation and foundation for 
addition and repairs, P.W.A.; approved Novem- 


ber 12th 
Gouverneur, excavation and foundation for 
addition to Drew High School, P.W.A.; 


approved November 12th 

Marcellus, rough grading, catch basins etc., 
P.W.A.; approved November 14th 

Candor, excavation and foundation for high 
school, P.W.A.; approved November 15th 

Ithaca, addition to Fall Creek School, 
$88,492; approved November 18th 

Carmel, excavation and foundation for addi- 
tion and alterations, P.W.A.; approved Novem- 
ber 18th 

Troupsburg, excavation and foundation for 
new grade and high school; approved Novem- 
ber 22d 

Amagansett, new grade 
approved November 25th 

Spencer, foundation and excavation for cen- 
tral school, P.W.A.; approved November 25th 

Ebenezer, excavation and foundation for 
addition and alterations, P.W.A.; approved 
November 25th 


school, $163,000; 


Horicon, excavation, foundation etc. for 
addition, P.W.A.; approved November 25th 

Olmstedville, new grade $112,000 ; 
approved November 25th 

Chester, new grade and high school, $231,494; 
approved November 26th 

Copenhagen, excavation, foundation, grading 


school, 


etc. for central school, P.W.A.; approved 
November 26th 
Ossining, excavation and foundation for 


Roosevelt School, P.W.A.; approved Novem- 
ber 26th 

District 18, Queensbury, Warren 
excavation and foundation for new grade school, 
P.W.A.; approved November 29th 

Newburgh, excavation and foundation for 
North Junior High School, P.W.A.; approved 
December 2d 

Eggertsville, excavation and foundation for 
addition and alterations, P.W.A.; approved 
December 2d 

Wyandanch, land clearing, grading, excava- 
tion and foundation for new ‘grade school, 
P.W.A.; approved December 2d 

Cattaraugus, excavation and foundation for 
alterations, P.W.A.; approved 


county, 


addition and 


December 2d 
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Alden, excavation and foundation for addition 
and alterations, P.W.A.; approved December 2d 

Gloversville, excavation and foundation for 
McNab School, P.W.A.; approved December 2d 

Pearl River, addition to grade and high 
school, $65,500; approved December 3d 

District 1, Eastchester, Westchester county, 
excavation and foundation for addition and 
alterations to high school, P.W.A.; approved 
December 3d 

New City, general construction for addition 
to Chestnut Grove School, P.W.A.; approved 
December 3d 

Avon, excavation and foundation for addition 
and alterations, P.W.A.; approved December 3d 

Clarence, excavation for addition and altera- 
tions, P.W.A.; approved December 3d 

Prattsburg, excavation, grading etc., for addi- 
tion, P.W.A.; approved December 3d 

Kendall, excavation and foundation for new 
central school, P.W.A.; approved December 4th 
and foundation for 

P.W.A.; approved 


Hamburg, excavation 

addition to 

December 4th 
North Collins, excavation and foundation for 


new school, P.W.A.; approved December 4th 


high school, 


Tonawanda, addition to Fletcher Street 
School, $178,952; approved December 8th 
Woodlawn, excavation and foundation for 


new building, P.W.A.; approved December 9th 
Clintonville, general construction for new 
building, P.W.A.; approved December 9th 
Rushford, excavation and foundation for new 
school, P.W.A.; approved December 9th 
Palisades, excavation and foundation for new 
building, P.W.A.; approved December 9th 
Lima, excavation and foundation for new 
building, P.W.A.; approved December 9th 
South Dayton, excavation and foundation for 
gymnasium and classroom addition, P.W.A.; 
approved December 9th 


Philadelphia, excavation, foundation and 
grading, P.W.A.; approved December 9th 
Limestone, excavation and foundation for 


new grade and high school, P.W.A.; approved 
December 9th 

Altona, foundation and yard grading for new 
central school, P.W.A.; approved December 9th 

Sherwood, general construction of addition 
and alteration, P.W.A.; December 9th 

Keeseville, foundation and grading for central 
school, P.W.A.; approved December 9th 

New Berlin, excavation, rough grading and 
foundations, P.W.A.; approved December 9th 


2) 
cu 


Arkport, excavation and foundation for new 
and high P.W.A.; 
November 12th 

Clymer, excavation and foundation for new 


grade school, approved 


grade and high school, P.W.A.; approved 
November 12th 

Jamestown, excavation and foundation for 
Cole Avenue School, P.W.A.; approved 
November 12th 

Dover Plains, automatic heating system, 


$1000; approved November 15th 

Monticello, site grading, $19,000; 
November 25th 

Monticello, recreation field, $64,000, approved 
November 25th 

Garden City Park, excavation and foundation 
for addition and alterations, P.W.A.; approved 
November 26th 

Watertown, fire escape for Remington Insti- 
tute, $775; approved December 4th 

Oxford, acoustical treatment, 
proved December 4th 

Ellenville, alterations to high school, $15,000; 


approved 


$1590; ap- 


approved December 4th 


Middle Granville, fire escape, $900; ap- 
proved December 4th 
Poland, bus garage, $11,000; approved 


December 10th 
Jefferson, excavation and foundation for new 
central high school, P.W.A.; approved Decem- 
ber 11th 
Greenwood, for 
approved 


and foundation 


P.W.A.; 


excavation 
new Ct: high 
December 11th 

Perry, excavation and foundation for addi- 
tion and alterations, P.W.A.; approved Decem- 
ber 11th 

Pavilion, excavation and foundation for new 
central P.W.A.; approved Decem- 
ber 11th 

Watervliet, excavation, grading and athletic 
filed for high school, P.W.A.; approved Decem- 
ber 11th 

Dansville, 
addition and 
December 11th 

Marlboro, excavation and foundation for new 


ral school, 


school, 


for 
approved 


and foundation 


P.W.A.; 


excavation 
alterations, 


central school, P.W.A.; approved Decem- 
ber 12th 
St Regis Falls, excavation and foundation 


for addition to high school, P.W.A.; approved 
December 12th 

Greenlawn, addition and alterations to grade 
school, $30,000; approved December 12th 
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District 3, Hempstead, Nassau county, new 
central high school, $810,000; approved Decem- 
ber 16th 

Montgomery, excavation and foundation and 
grading for new grade and high school, 
P.W.A.; approved December 16th 

West Valley, new central school, $200,000; 
approved December 16th 

Riverhead, excavation and foundation for new 
grade and high school, P.W.A.; approved 
December 17th 

Watervliet, boiler replacement in School 7, 
$4200; approved December 17th 

District 7, Aurora, Cayuga county, altera- 
tions and improvements, $1500; approved 
December 17th 

Guilford, completion of building, $3523; sup- 
plemental approval December 17th 

Watervliet, new high school, $713,907; ap- 
proved December 20th 

Falconer, addition and alterations to junior- 
senior high school, $130,000; approved Decem- 
ber 23d 

Falconer, new grade school, $130,000; ap- 
proved December 23d 

a 


King Ferry Central School 
Continues Adult Courses 

The third season of adult education courses 
offered by the King Ferry Central School will 
open on January 29th. Classes will meet once 
a week for eight weeks. 

The program is under the direction of 
E. A. Frier jr, principal of the school, and the 
instruction is given by members of the faculty 
of the school, assisted by District Superin- 
tendent C. B. Myers and visiting lecturers. 

One of this year’s courses is a series of 
discussions on “ Long-Time Planning for Im- 
proving Agriculture.” E. R. Hoskins, of the 
New York State College of Agriculture, will 
Among the lecturers will 
editor of the American 
Agriculturist; C. L. Messer, Cayuga county 
farm bureau agent; and M. C. Bond and 
M. P. Catherwood, of the State College of 
Agriculture. 

Other courses to be offered are: homemaking, 
including menu planning, home nursing and 
practical demonstrations; typewriting; a busi- 
ness course; science; history; a course entitled 
“Can Democracy Survive?”; physical educa- 
tion; the learning process; Engiish for every- 
day use. 


direct this course. 
be E. R. Eastman, 


Governor Asks Appropriation 
of Full State Aid for Schools 


The ‘appropriation of the full statutory 
amount of state aid for the support of common 
schools was recommended by Governor Herbert 
H. Lehman in his message submitting the 
executive budget to the Legislature on January 
13th. The amount included in the budget for 
the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1936, and 
ending June 30, 1937, is $121,939,819.39, an 
increase of $4,892,565.74 over the amount ap- 
propriated for the year 1935-36. Governor 
Lehman explained that the increase is caused 
by the increase in the number of pupils in the 
public secondary schools of the State and the 
decrease in the valuations of assessed property 
in the school districts. The formula by which 
this contribution to local costs is calculated has 
not been changed. 

Regarding the recommended appropriations 
for state aid, the Governor said: 

State aid recognizes the State’s interest in 
certain local functions and serves to reduce 
substantially, local taxes on real estate. When, 
as in this budget, it accounts for 43.8 per cent 
of total appropriations, its importance as a 
factor in our fiscal program is emphasized. 
That the State is pursuing a liberal, progressive 
policy is manifest when it is noted that financial 
assistance is extended for the support of the 
public school system, old age security, county 
health units, health laboratories, county and 
town highways and agricultural fairs. 

This important aspect of our fiscal affairs is 
being studied by the Commission on State Aid 
recommended by me last year and authorized 
by chapter 184 of the Laws of 1935. You and 
I will find mutual interest in the final report 
of that Commission, due on or before Febru- 
ary 1. Of major interest also, is the extensive 
survey undertaken by the Board of Regents, 
through a subcommittee of which Mr Owen D. 
Young is chairman. That survey will be com- 
prehensive and include every phase of educa- 
tional activity within the State, including the 
cost thereof and the division of cost between 
the State and its localities. My thought is that 
pending the completion of one or both of these 
surveys, we should not undertake to reframe 
policies on this subject. I am therefore, in this 
budget, recommending the full statutory amount 
of state aid. 

—_U—_ 


The Niagara Falls board of education has 
approved the appointment of Earl P. Sharp as 
principal of the Trott Vocational School to 
succeed the late Harmon L. Gregory. Mr Sharp 
has been connected with the Niagara Falls 
schools since 1920 and for the past 11 years 
has been supervisor of industrial arts. 











BULLETIN TO THE SCHOOLS 


Suggested School Calendar 


The 1936-37 Register of Attendance will include the following suggested school calendar: 


September Ist School opens 
September 7th Labor Day 

October 12th Columbus Day* 
November 3d Election Day*+ 
November llth Armistice Day* 
November 26th Thanksgiving Day* 
November 27th Vacationt 

Dec. 23d—Jan. Ist Christmas holidayst 
January 18th-22d Regents examinations 
February 12th Lincoln’s Birthday*+ 
February 22d Washington’s Birthday* 
March 25th-April 2d Easter holidayst 
May 3lst For Memorial Day* 
June 14th-18th Regents examinations 
June 18th School closest 


* Legal holidays. 


No. of School Days 


during Month of Legal Holidays 


September ...... .21 Labor Day 
October .........2!1 Columbus Day 

pene Day 
November ....... 17 {Armistice Day 

| Thanksgiving Day 
December .......16 
ec ksaws 20 
Lincoln’s Birthday 

+ February ........ 18 Washington's Birthday 
BROOD: 6 we scascss 18 
DE bavecncsavks 20 
PR 20 Memorial Day 
| ASR ere 14 
185 8 


+ School authorities decide whether school shall be in session on these days. 


t School authorities determine vacation periods. 


The above schedule includes 193 days. 
School is required by statute to be in session 
190 days, inclusive of legal holidays and days 
spent by teachers at district superintendents’ 
conferences and at meetings of the New York 
State Teachers Association. 

A legal holiday falling on Sunday is to be 
observed on the following Monday. Labor Day 
may be counted only when school has opened 
prior thereto. A legal holiday occurring after 


school has opened in September is to be counted 
as one of the 190 days of session required pro- 
vided it is directly preceded or directly followed 
by a day on which school was regularly in 
Upon Election Day, Lincoln's Birth- 
day and Washington's Birthday school may be 
in session or not, as determined by the school 
authorities. No day is to be counted twice. 
Therefore, when school is in session on such 
days, they are not to be listed also as holidays. 


session 





Dr George R. Hardie, who from 1922 to 1927 
was in charge of the issuance of qualifying 
certificates in the State Education Department 
and later was dean of Long Island University, 
died on December 3d in Canton. Doctor 
Hardie was a graduate of St Lawrence Univer- 
sity and before coming to the Department was 
a member of the faculty of that institution. 
He was dean at Long Island University from 
1927 to 1932. 


A226m-Ja36-13,500(13944)* 





The twelfth annual junior high school con- 
ference sponsored by New York University will 
be held on March 13th and 14th at the School 
of Education of the university. The program 
will consist of two general sessions and 18 


panel discussion groups. More than 200 
persons will participate in the program. An 
exhibit of the work of junior high school 


pupils will be presented on the afternoon of 
March 14th. 
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